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SIEPPA LEONE 


CONSULAR, 


COKFIEEKTLAL, 


<* 



GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
SIERRA LEONE. 


4T 


// T October, 1912, 


Sir, 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 


your despatch of the 30th ultimo, reporting the 


result, of the trials of Messrs Lot ax and Cooper* 


2, Tith reference to the last paragraph hut one 


of your despatch, I have to point O’-t that if 


President Howard and the m itbers of his Cabinet 


were determined to have th cused punished for 


their crimes , there -^a? apparently no reason why 


they should not have directed a postponement until 


the witnesses from Sierra Leone arrived, especially 


as they knew that the witnesses would arrive at 


Monrovia on the 2?rd ^eptemh?::. Instead o* taring 


this very obvious step, they allowed the cases to* he 


hu riel through without the evidence of the most 


Important 


HIS BPITANNIC W. TASTY'S 


ACTING CONSUL GENERAL, 
MONROVIA. 
















import art witnesses, and now geek to relieve them¬ 
selves of responsibility by throwing the Maine on the 
Court* 

3. Under these circumstances* I regret that I am 
unable to share the view expressed by you in para¬ 
graph 8 of your despatch, and I fear it would be idle 
to expect any important results from President 
Howard's p lt:?y of Justice towards the Liberian 
people. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, 


humble Servant, 



f ! A < *! ' 



OOT^HftOR 
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T Ii L E Cr R A M * 

* 

Prom ACTKC! GOVEHTTOIt, SIERRA LEOTIE. 
Dated September 30th*1312* 

Rereived September SOtli - 2 p.m. 


Tour telegram September Llth. Six witnesses for 


the prosecution in charge of plain clothes secret 


police will leave on September 22no by (he ’’Uvimtu" 


Ton should make arrangements i o meet them for their 


protection and aJp" suitable accomodation should 


tic provided for them 


■L* 


:_vw: s:atTi.. 


<2<3LZ2<3<7 




Biz..".' t.r 

caixuiiAa. 

■ ~o. 15 


hX> 



GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
SIERRA LEONE. 

A '<? Aas =s*, 1-12, 


Sir, 


ifrii? a^cvznoo to -our despatch o" *Vs I7t' -ati< 


mo and to previous eovrdr.p on dense respecting the eov- 
ploir/t sia£c by the tvo Hindus, employees of Mr PaMl. o* nl 
3Mo3 o’, ar. Indian He re 4 .art of r ! 0 Citv, of ill^troatricnt 


an• T T cp: 1 ivation of J i ' p:■ • r*y l-;* x ’ L1 V rn 1 an * roop g 


ui;c' 0’ Lionel Lomax at I"oXahun, I :r ve nv to 

state that I should Toe glad to bo informed* no-/ tliat 
Colonel Lomax ‘ ?;r -etu-ned to Monrovia, ‘' v: J -ou Move 


•creived an" further fc v l" from : Li - -, -tan fov*rnmsnt 


vit: "08" "’C* x m-plica* z fOT-n'iiGiV’ '.or.! 


j ^ ”0*1 *" rt vnlers I rcro^ve 


fr* • ars'iro^oc r. 


t tfe -a+ter £« "being enquired into 


a _. a- ^4 *v re i- a ponaitility of -'o-ipmrs' ion "being 
-j •>« *-• a -•- —’ party, - r'r.'f consi der it 


usoloce 


His Britannic UajoBty'e 

Af tex c-o::x;l-"t::x al, 

Monrovia , 

LiBnriA, 


/- 

: X 





<A-Z> 33 
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useless for tVLc love ton* to or,-’;— on further correspond 

win 

cnee or* t^i.s subject anf/lia vc no alternative ti.ar *o place 
TA’te-r '-efore *’ c r.ir Vi honourable tie Secretary of 

- a" e for V c felonies t/] 1 ; - ^equ*st x 'r*' nr* nr>" aiw 

proacli t?ie I^ir" it Honourable tlia Secretary of State for 

* 

« ■ -, * "fa 5 re with respect to this affair. 

I :.ayu „t....e ' r-non••' J o "be, 

Sir, 

You ' obedient Servant, , 

/■ //. U+JJ^ £ 

ac Tim zorrrrm. 










cousin;^ 

CQKFIDS:rgXA Li 


GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
SIERRA LEONE. 


29 th June, 1912, 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch of the 22nd instant, inforziiinc me of the anxiety 
of His Excellency the President of the Republic of Liberia 
to know what are the stops which I have considered it 
necessary to take to ensure respect for the provisional 
boundary and protection of the rights of British subjects 
on tho frontier, 

£ # In reply X have to inform you that I have reported 
to 1 1iB Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, the action I have taken in the matter of the An*- 
glo Liberian Boundary, Should the Secretary of State son- 
suder it expedient, he will inf am the Foreign Office of it, 
and if my action is approved, there is no doubt that you 
w_ll receive instructions to communicate the necessary in- 
formation to Hie Excellency the President, 




I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Tour obedient Servant, 


His Britannic Stisjcaty's 
Acting Consul General, 
MomoviA 



AOTXEG SOVSRKOR, 














SIERRA IBONE , 

uONSgiijR, 

S.G-jJ-J. -- 



tfOTiPJIMEET HOUSS, 

EREEIOTO* 3XEHRA XEOIEB, 
May 31 1 1912 * 


£Sir, 

I have the honour to acimowiedge too receipt of your 
letter of the 24th instant informing me of to© intention 
of hie iScoei-Loncy the President of the Liberian Republic 
to appoint a Ua]or Ballard to represent the Liberian 
Government on the Boundary uoymission* 

£, In ry letter No* 6 of even date I have advised 
you of the re-oell of the Boundary Uormissloners and to© 
termination of toe work of the Uormission* 

3* You will no doubt inform the President of the 
Republic of the decision which has been arrived at by 


His Majesty's Government, 

1 have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 



His Britannic llaje sty’s 

ac hes consul mm &1 


AC TIKI GOTGEEOR* 


MONROVIA 


OQ-Z.lL' 










G0V3KEMB11T HOUSE, 



:iTmiL', l>;obe . 

J0353ULAK, 


1:0,6. 



* 

mm, SiEEBi JSOm t 
Ifey 31, 1912# 

Sir, 

I have the honour to aciOiQWlQdge the receipt of 
your letter of the £4th instant informing me of the 
action which has been taJcen by the President to expedite 
the return of uolonei Xomax and '^r Cooper to Monrovia* 

Zm I regret to inform you that in view of the 

■f 

unfriendly action on the part of the Siberian officials 

v 4 

in destroying three cairns which had been erected by the 
boundary Commissioners, i have. In accordance with 
instructions received from the hight honourable the 
Secretary of State, terminated the voric of the Boundary 
Commission and recalled the British Boundary Commis¬ 
sioners* I have also tafcen steps which X consider 

necessary 


His Britannic Hajesty's 

AOfiKa coesux gkbsrai 

HOnOYlA 

li 1 B E K X A * 


C.G.n. 20 










necessary to ensure respect for the provialone 1 “boundary 
and protection of the rights of British subjects on the 
frontier* 

I have the honour to he ( 

31 r, 

Tour most ooedlent Servant, 

£. fl. ~ ■ 


AGTHIG .307! 3110?.. 






— 



SIERRA, LEOHE. 

COHSOLAR. 

COIiETDEHTIAL. 


government house, 


SIERRA LEONE. 



Larch, 1912. 



Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge’ the reoeiot of your 

r 

t.-'logrsa of the 26 .h ir.atant, informing me that His 
Excellency the President of the Republic of Liberia has 
telegraphed instructions to Colonel Leroy, hr Cooper and 
Lieutenant ifcrrls to remove from the boundary by the 25th 
instant with the Honourable C.C.B. King, and tc return 
irmrdiately direct to "onrovla. 


2. This is the fourth or *ifth time that Colonel Lomax 

and Ur Cooper have been instructed to leave the boundary, 

* 

but hitherto they have failed to O'—piy with the instruc¬ 
tions sent to them, even though on the last occasion they 
■wore conveyed by no loss a person than the Honourable 

C.D.E. King, I shall, therefore, not be prepared to 

reconnend 


His Britannic lajesty's 

ACTING CONSUL GENERAL, 

HOHROVIA, 

LIBERIA. 

^ 3 . /Z 


i 












recomend the resunption of work by the Boundary Corad-ssion 


until I hear from you that Colonel Lorna* and Li* Cooper have 
actually arrived at Monrovia, 

Z m I may add that the salaries and allowances of the British 
Comissioners fron the date on which work was suspended op 


to the data on which ^or': is resumed will be included in the 

olal« against the Liberian Governorst. 


I hare the honour to be. 
Sir, 

Tear obedient Servant, 



0GYE3KOB 







GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
SIERRA LEONE. 



gCTRSA T"0!T". 

' l O': g TTTiAR . 

COSFID IAL - . • 'V February, 1912, 

4 

Sir, 

I hawe the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
telegram end despatch of the £7th ultimo informing "e of 
the impending visit of the Secretary cf State for the 
Hepublie of Liberia, 


2, Mr King arrived on the 22th ultimo, with Mr Twe, the 



newly appointed Liberian Cornelialanar who is to relieve 


?'r Cooper and on the following day X ha3 a conference with 


them at which the Acting Colonial Secretary {Vr S # E,Fvelyn) 
and the District Ce^iaa loner of thaHallway : iatriot (Dr 
J.C* MaxvelX^M.G.) were present, 1 enclose for your 
information a brief resume of the peinti railed by Mr 
King and the replies :iven by **e, 

3. I also endue copies of a letter fre“* His Excellency 




Hia Brlt'inriic "'ajeatj** 

ACTING CONSUL GENERAL, 

MOEHOTIA* 

LIBERIA, 

C&2> 6 









the President, vrh ieh wa* handed to ue by ’ r vine and *y 


reply. 


I have the honour tn be. 
Sir, 

Your ^ost obedient S-rvsnt, 











EXECUTIVE MAH SI 05 


M0HE0TXA, LIBERIA 

January £6th t 1912* 


Your Excellency* 


I have tine honour to inform you that I 
have Instructed the Honourable C*L.B*EJng, Secretary o: 
State of the Republic of Liberia to proceed to Sierra 
Leone for the purpose of discussing with you and your 
Government the complaints against the alleged actions 
of Liberian troops on the ^nglo-Liberian border as set 
out in the Acting British Consul-General's despatches 
of the 4th and 16th instants addressed to the Secretary 
of State of Liberia with the view of arriving if possible 
at some amicable and s tlsfactory settlement of these 
• ^ questions with your Government, 

£■ I have also the honour to inform you that the 
Secretary of State is being accompanied by a 

Liberian official who has been appointed by me to 
relieve Commissioner Cooper on the Anglo-liberian 


Frontier as it is my sincere and earnest desire not only 

to remove everything which may possibly be a source of 

# 

irritation between the two Governments but also to see 
the relationship between the officials of our two 
Governments on the border assume a more friendly 
character. It is towards this end* therefore, that the 
Liberian Government has decided upon the withdrawal of 
Colonel Lomax and Commissiontfr Cooper from the Anglo- 


Hie Excellency 

1?he Governor of Sierra Leone 

XRBBMTO* 


Liberian 




Liberian border* 


3 * It is hoped that Tour Excellency T s Government 
will eventually see the necessity of taking similar steps 
* In connection with your responsible official on your side 

of the border, in which case the Government of Liberia 
will regard suoh action as another evidence of your 
sincere desire to strengthen that bond of friendship which 
has so long united the two countries and its peoples 
together* 


4 t I avail myself of the present opportunity of 
conveying to you the assurances of my high consideration 
and appreciation for your good self, and in which 


sincere sentiments, 


I beg to subscribe myself, 
Tour Excellency's 
i^ost obedient sexvamt, 
(Sd) D. E* HOWARD 


Eie Excellency 

Sir Edward -iarrywe&ther, 

Governor of sierrn Leone 



Sierra Leon e, 

Miscell&reous, 

No*o-ovemraent House, 

Sierra Leone * 

February, 191£ % 

Sir, 

I have the honour to aaTriowledge the receipt of Your Excel¬ 
lency 1 a despatch of the £6th ultimo* which was presented to me 
on the 30th ultimo by the Honourable C,D,B, King* Secretary 
of State for the Republic of Liberia, 

2, I desire in the first place to tender my sincere thanks to 
Your Excellency for the consideration which you have been good 
enough to show for the Government of Sierra Leone by deputing 
such an important member of your Cabinet to confer with me, X 
may add that on personal grounds Your Excellency's selection 
was very agreeable to me, as I had the pleasure of meeting Hr 
King in May last, when he came to draw up a provisional agree¬ 
ment for the conduct of affairs on the frontier, pending the 
delimitation of the boundary, 

of the 30th 

3* I held a conference on the morning Ultimo, at which there 
were present the Secretary of State, Mr Twe^, the Acting Colonial 
Secretary and the District Commissioner of the Railway Dis¬ 
trict, who fortunately happened to be in Freetown on hie way 
to England, The various points raised by the Secretary of State 
were carefully considered and fully discussed, and I venture 
to hope that a complete understanding was arrived at, 

4* With reference to the third paragraph of Your Excellency's 
despatch, X feel it incumbent on me to state that I hold strong¬ 
ly to the view that the sole cause of the trouble on the fron¬ 
tier was the arbitrary and irreconcilable attitude aeBurned by 

Mr 


Hie Excellency 

THE PRES IDEE 1 ? OF THE REPUBLIC 

OR LIBERIA* 





2* 


Ur Cooper, and Ms repudiation alike of the agreement of the 
15th May last and of the compact a made by Mr Williams and 
Captain LeMesurier* As long as Mr Williams was the Liberian 
Commissioner Captain LeMesurier found no difficulty in work¬ 
ing amicably and harmoniously with him, and no complaint has 
ever reached me of Captain LeMesurier ever having shown any 
want of consideration for the Liberian officials with whom he 
nas nad to deal* The attitude assumed by Mr Cooper made har* 
monioue relations difficult, if not impossible, as he absolute¬ 
ly declined to recognise that any opinion except his own was 
entitled to any consideration* 

5* 1 am glad, however, to inform Your Excellency that before 
I received Your Excellency f s despatch, it had been arran# d 
that Captain LeMesurier should act as District Commissioner 
of the Railway District, during the absence on leave of Dr 
Maxwell, (about 5 months), and during that period his head¬ 
quarters will be at Eennma, about 45 miles from the frontier. 
On Dr Maxwell 1 ® return, Captain LeMesurier will himself g> on 
leave, and he will therefore be away from the frontier for 
about ten months in all, during which period it is to be 
hoped that affairs on the boundary will resume their normal 
aspect* 

6* 1 heartily reciprocate Your Excellency 1 a desire to strong-^ 
tl\en the bonds of friendship between the two G-ovemnent s, and 
I avail myself of this opportunity to express the hope that 
Your Excellency's administration, so auspiciously commenced 
may produce the happiest result® for the Republic and it® 
people* 

7, In conclusion, I desire to assure Your Excellency of the 
high personal esteem and consideration in which I hold Your 
Excellency. 

I have, etc*, 

(Sgd) E* M* Merewether 


GOVERNOR, 







Interview with the Honourable the Secretary of State for 


the Republic of Liberia on the 30th Janua ry, 1912* 

i 

present, 

His Excellency the Governor 

The Honourable the Secretary State 

Ur* D.Twe 

The Honourable the Acting Colonial Secretary 

The District Commissioner* Railway District, 

Points raised * 

il) If the towns attacked were * neutral 1 (i,e, If they were 
claimed by both sides) the West African Frontier Force 
had no right to occupy them. 

Reply. Behlu is not a neutral town. It is in the Kunvo 

Chief don which has been recognised as British JSven 
if it were a neutral town,the Liberians,Ty burning 
Kama gbodu .violated thy agreement made by LLr.Will¬ 
iams with Captain Le Me8urier,and the West African 
Frontier Force were Justified in taking stops to 
protect other neutral towns from similar treatment, 
12 ) Tengea Chiefs crossed over into British territory and on 
th^ir return to Liberian territory erected barriers and re¬ 
sisted Colonel Lnrnax and Mr-Cooper. The Liberian Government 
as sum" that they ,r ere encouraged by British officers to 
foment disturbance In Liberian territory. 

Reply. This is pure surmise on the part of the Liberian 

Government* They have no evidence to support their 
assumption and the District Comics loner states that 
there is no foundation whatever for it. In view of 
tribal and family ties, it is quite possible that 
Te ng e a Chiefs may have oome over into British terri¬ 
tory, but it would b"' impossible to stop this; and 
the suggestion that BdLtish territory has been m de 
a*point d’appui - by Liberian Chiefs for attacks on 
the Liberian authorities is emphatically repudiated. 










* 

-2- 



V3) As the Liberian Government, with a view to avoiding 

friction and oauses of disagreement in the future, have 
agreed to recall Colonel Lomax and Mr.Cooper,they hone 
that the Sierra Leone Government will see theii" way to 
changing the officer An their aide of the boundary (i.e 
Captain Le Mesurler). 

Reply . The disagreements are entirely due to the arbi¬ 
trary and unreasonable attitude assumed by Mr. 
Cooper and his repudiation alike o* the Agreement 
of the 15th May and of tha undertakings given by 

his predeoessor . As long as Mr.Williams was on 

* 

the Liberian side of the frontier* he and Captair 
La Mesurler worked together most amicably and 
harmoniously, and In strict accordance with the 
agreement the 15th May. This proves that Mr* 
Cooler was solely to blame for the disturbances 
which occurred* 

Mr* King was informed* however * that Captain Le 
Mesurler would be acting as District Ocartnisslorioj 
Hallway District for five months, and would be 

i 

at Kennema which is 45 miles from the frontier. 
When the District Comissiflner returns* Captain 
Le Mesurler himself will go on leave. 

(4) As Mr.Twe (the new Liberian Cmmdss loner) Is only pass- 
log through Sierra Leone to go to his district,the Secre 
tary of State asks thnt his personal effects may be pass- 
ed throu^Ji the Customs fr^e of duty. 

Agreed to* 

(5) The Secretary of State asked that,In view of the diffi¬ 
culty of oormuni eating with their North-west boundary 

through Liberian territory*the Government of Sierra 
Leone would assist th^ Government of Liberia by forward¬ 
ing frem Freetown telegrams and despatches addressed to 
Liberian officers. 


Reply 








1 


—S5— 

Reply. The Liberian Government have a Consul at Free¬ 
town, and there a asms to be no reason why he 
should not undertake the forwarding of corres¬ 
pondence. In case of any special difficulty, 
the Government of Sierra Leone would be per¬ 
fectly ready to assist. 




r ~a l :c - : > 

S0IT3I JMB m 


ao::riTj:;i;T]UL. 


government house, 

SIERRA LEONE. 

13 th J&imarji 1 $X£* 

Sir* 

X have the honour to eclznov-Iedge tha r» 0 «ipt of yQ'ix 
Cofifidtntlal despatch of the 6th insti nt on the subject of 
the attach made on the torn o'' Belilu by Liberian troops* and 
to tender to you the tlirnhs of this Ooverameiit for the 
action irtiich you h&Te been good enough to take in the 


matter* 

2. T7i*h reference to the protest the Liberian 
Government cg«inst the killing of Liberian subjects by 
British troops, which is alleged to have taken place within 


the neutral zone. 


I should estoen it a favour if you would 


point out that the Liberian subjects In question were 
troops in the pry of the Government,who committed an 


absolutely unprovoked attack on a town in the Euuyo Obit* 

aom, which the Liberian Government had agreed to regard 

prorisiomally 


1113 BKITAi;i;iC UAJT.37Y ’ - 

ACTI HOr CONSUL GENERAL 


I 10 JB 0 7 I A 


L 


O.Cf.D 3 
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provisionally as British territory, The attack appears to 
have b$f>n Trade with the connivance, if not by the direction 
of Colonel Lomax and ’or Cooper, and the place where the 
Liberians were hilled ms within British territory, where 
they had no I'ight to he# The perpetration of such wanton 
outrages by persons who are believed to he acting under the 
control of the Liberian Government cannot fail to affect 
unfavourably the relations between the two Governments# 

3* The town of Eama^bodu, which is also in the Eunyo 
Chiefdom, was attached and burnt by Liberian troops, 
unfortunately before British troops were at head to protect 
it t and claims for compensation for all damages done by 
Liberian troops will be presented in due course. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 



GDYiiHhOH 




SliTTYi LCU-Z-..* 

CONSUL *R. 

No, 1. 


GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
SIERRA LEONE. 

11 th January* 1312. 


Sir, 


I ha Lh* honour to reqr at that you '111 "be 
good *oi:gh to furnish me 1 ith a certificate of the 
d?ath of one Samuel D. LiCarthy* a Sierra L«oaean. 


*ho is aUted t have died at Monrovia on the 5th 


Nov ember* 1909* 

2. The cost of the certificate will be r funded 


by tills Government * 


I have the honour + o be, 


Sir* 

Your r.i f st ohtdienL servant* 



His Britannic Majesty's 
CONSUL GENERAL* 

■ 



L I B 3 T! T A 











TELEGRAM 


From Governor oi Sierra Leone. 

January 3rd. Troops oi’ the Liberian Republic 
attacked Behlu in the neutral zone on January 
the 1st. The attack was repulsed by the 1st 
Battalion or the Kind's African Rifles four 
Liherians being: killed inaction. I request 
you to urge strongly on the President of the 
Liberian Republic and Minister taking immediate 
action to prevent further encroachment on the 

neutral zone pending arrival of the Boundary 

* 

Coniiiissi oners who expect to leave tomorrow. 


Received January’ 4th. at 6*15 p.m* 


<?. a. d / 



